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BIO Brian Goldstein is a historian of the North American built environment. 
His research and teaching focus on the intersection of social 
movements, political ideology, and the built environment; the spatial 
implications of race and class; debates over design expertise; and the 
history of activism in the design professions. His current book project is 
a history of community-based organizations, social movements, and 
urban development in Harlem, New York in the late 20th century. 
 
Prior to joining the School of Architecture and Planning in 2014, Brian 
was an A.W. Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow in the Center for the 
Humanities and the Department of History at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison. He received his Ph.D. from the doctoral program in 
Architecture, Landscape Architecture, and Urban Planning at Harvard 
University. Previously he worked in the Office of the Chief Architect of 
the U.S. General Services Administration in Washington, DC.  
 AREAS OF INTEREST Social, cultural, and political history of the modern built environment; 
twentieth-century U.S. history; race and space; social movements 

COURSES World Architecture I; World Architecture II; Modern and Contemporary 
Architecture; Revisiting Suburbia 

AWARDS 

PUBLICATIONS 

A.W. Mellon Postdoctoral Fellowship, University of Wisconsin-Madison 
(2013-14); John Reps Prize for Best Doctoral Dissertation, Society for 
American City and Regional Planning History (2013) 
The Roots of Urban Renaissance: Race, Class, and the Struggle Over 
Harlem (under contract, Harvard University Press). 
 
“Governing at the Tipping Point: Shaping the City’s Role in Economic 
Development” (with Lizabeth Cohen), Summer in the City: John Lindsay, 
New York, and the American Dream, ed. Joseph Viteritti (Baltimore: 
Johns Hopkins University Press, 2014) 
 
“Planning’s End? Urban Renewal in New Haven, the Yale School of Art 
and Architecture, and the Fall of the New Deal Spatial Order,” Journal of 
Urban History 37, no. 3 (May 2011): 400-422. 
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